UMCL Children’s Sunday School Guidelines

Spiritual Growth Committee, under the guidance of the Director, offers classes and
activities designed to work in partnership with parents in helping children and young
people grow towards maturity in Christ.

The Children’s Sunday School class is designed for children ages 4 through 10. This
program, held during the school year, provides a safe, positive, Christian environment
where children from outside of UMCL as well as those from within can develop their faith.

We encourage and welcome parents and/or legal guardians to participate fully in the
Christian education and growth of their children by attending worship together, enrolling
their child in class, being a guest and accompanying their child during class, and reviewing
the lesson material handouts at home.

e Allchildren participating in Sunday school shall have annual registration forms
completed on Realm by a parent or legal guardian. Forms and private information
will be maintained confidentially by the Director. For safety reasons, guests who
have not registered on Realm are required to complete a paper form to provide
required emergency contactinformation.

e Allchildren participating in the program must be fully independently potty trained.

e Curriculum is Bible based, will emphasize Christian morals, principles and values
through stories and activities. The lesson plan and methods for teaching are
determined by the Director.

e The Sunday school program is in session from September (the Sunday after Rally
Day) through May (Sunday before Memorial Day). Our classroom is a blended group
with all children learning in the same room. Classes are held after worship from
10:45t0 11:45am.

e Funding for the program is provided by church tithing and led by volunteers who
have committed their time in helping children. UMCL proudly follows Safe
Sanctuary protocols. Allour volunteers are Safe Gathering certified.

Behavior n
e Students will respect all classmates and adult volunteers at all times.
e Students will participate in classroom activities according to the teacher’s
instructions.
e Students will demonstrate acceptable Christian behavior, offering cooperation to
teachers, acceptance of classmates, respect for church property, and appropriate
reverence for God.
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Parents and/or Legal Guardians

| understand that | must remain in the building while my child is in class. | agree to
lead by example and display a positive attitude, participate in worship as able, and
take an interest in the Christian education and activities of my child.

| agree to promote a positive environment in which everyone shows concern and
respect for others and their property.

To the best of my ability, | will ensure my child knows what to expect at a Sunday
school class and aims to take a full and active partin the lesson and its activities.

| will inform the Director privately about any disabilities or special needs which may
affect my child’s learning or behavior, including providing any documentation (IEP).
While UMCL does not have a special needs program, we will try to accommodate
any learning disabilities to the best of our volunteers’ abilities. Parental assistance
in the classroom may be required.

Children

| agree to behave by the classroom rules showing respect for other people and
church property.

| understand that we are all God’s children and will make an effort to get along with
others who are part of our church family or are visitors. | will show respect and
concern for other people and their belongings at all times.

Classrooms & Discipline
Discipline is based on Matthew 1:15-17. Students will be addressed respectfully by the

teacher in a private conversation when possible to describe the unacceptable behavior
and explain appropriate expectations in the future.

A confidential conversation with the parents to collaborate on an improvement plan
may be offered. This plan may include:
o Attendance during class of a parent or guardian to assist their child in
reaching expectations.
o Removal of the student to the parent or guardian. Parents will be expected to
pick up the child from class immediately upon receiving a phone call/text.
o Astudent may be removed from the classroom at any time if the child’s
behavior is disruptive to the emotional, relational, or general positive
atmosphere of the class learning experience.
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