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Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 

- Hebrews 11:1 - 
 
     What I did for my summer vacation: 
 
     How many kids really write that essay any more? I wonder. If we were to tell the story of our summer 
it would include Pastor Jamie’s renewal leave, Pastor Judy’s arrival and the beginning of construction of 
our elevator addition. All of these developments have stretched us, changed us, and called us forward into 
a future we hope for but do not yet see. 
     One more significant development faces us as the calendar turns over to the fall months. With Jamie’s 
return, the work of Word of Life becomes my top priority, another vision we hope for but do not yet fully 
see. For most, the difference will hardly be noticeable. I won’t have an office as of Sept. 1, but can be 
reached via the Word of Life phone at (847) 816-9653. I’ll still be in worship, still lead the Confirmation 
class, still be part of staff meetings.  
     At another level, things will be entirely different, as I am charged with ministering in the surrounding 
communities and engaging hundreds of neighbors in the life and Kingdom of God. For me, returning to 
UMCL will mean coming home, being among friends, returning to comfort and normalcy. 
     Many of you have asked, “How can I help?” In a sense, I wish I knew. Thank you for the support and 
encouragement that have continued to lift me for months. The first response I would give to each and all 
is to please commit over the next six months to introduce me to one person who lives in Lake County and 
does not have a regular church home. That introduction could be around a church function – they’re 
getting married, have a baby to baptize, a youth to confirm, need counseling, want to volunteer. Or the 
introduction could be entirely social and personal – let’s have a cup of coffee together, etc. 
     A few have expressed a desire to be more intentional. To you I would say, please consider inviting me 
to a golf outing, to play on a softball or volleyball team, take me to play bridge or square dance or have 
me say grace at an awards banquet, anything that creates an environment of opportunity to meet our 
neighbors. Or, you could talk about our desire to make our communities stronger and more vital and 
connect your friends who are motivated for that work with the Word of Life community. 
     I hope for the day when UMCL will be recognized in the larger church as the unique congregation that 
functions at the highest levels of giving to the missional work of the church and of welcoming new 
members into the Kingdom by profession of faith. Right now, it seems that our most active churches 
major in one or the other. I can imagine the day when we are an example of both and I long to see that 
day. Please join me in praying the prayer of faith that what we hope for and do not yet see will be realized 
as we work together. 

 
Jim Bell 
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS & CONCERNS 
��                              

“The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything , but in everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  A nd the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your mind s in Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:5b 
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CAPITAL CORNER� 
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Pardon our Dust ----- 
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