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 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 

- Hebrews 11:1 - 
 
     Through the summer, we have been looking at the promises of Jesus in sermon series and weeknight 
classes. Regularly we have been reminded that our faith points us to the fulfillment of promises we cannot 
see. At the same time, our Trustees, Resource Committee and Capital Campaign Committee have been 
working to plan, finance and contract the work of adding an elevator to serve the second floor of our 
Education wing, add a room above our boiler room, resurface our parking lot and satisfy the requirements 
of the village for construction and renovation.  
     Along the way, they have been spurred forward by the need for this and other work mandated by our 
special Charge Conference. They have been slowed by the need for diligence, their commitment to 
excellence and stewardship, and the competing demands of construction logic, local governance, and the 
ongoing operation of the church. Repeatedly, we have prayed for the wisdom to balance and manage 
those needs, and thank God for the faithful people who have been involved! 
     Finally, the contracts are signed, the subcontractors selected, and the work is set to begin. We have 
committed $754,068 to the project, will use capital funds and church reserves and borrowed money to pay 
for the work, and will hope to finish construction by Thanksgiving and install the elevator cabin by 
Christmas. We are then committed to paying off the loan and restoring reserves before we move forward 
with other construction. It may take the better part of two years to resurface and start the next step. 
     This commitment, along with the work on Fellowship Hall, the Elm Court and Dawes properties, and 
the Word of Life outreach, will claim 98% of the funds currently pledged or received. It is a heavy 
commitment, but not the ultimate commitment. The Trustees are committed to all the work directed by 
our congregational vote and the Resource Committee is dedicated to the ongoing stewardship of all tithes 
and offerings that come into our hands. The horizon is not the completion of this project or the 
expenditure of these dedicated dollars. Those are the things that can be seen. 
     The horizon is out beyond the completion of this project, including other construction not yet 
formulated, other costs not yet known and other resources not yet committed. The work of these 
committees, and indeed the work of our whole congregation, is an exercise in faith which will go on for 
years. As we take another step in faith, I encourage you to reread the 11th chapter of Hebrews, the litany 
of those faithful ones who took steps, some of them remarkable, without being able to see the destination. 
As you read, notice that over and over the author points to their faith in a city God is preparing, designing 
and building for us to enjoy in eternity. As we consider the promises of Jesus through the summer, let us 
find our place in the list of those faithful who take the steps God has called us to, while we look forward 
to that city which will be our eternal home. 
 

Jim Bell 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS & CONCERNS 
��                              

“The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything , but in everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  A nd the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your mind s in Christ Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:5b 
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