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In a Washington, D. C. METRO (subway) station aokl January morning in 2008, a man quietly walkatb
the platform, took a violin from its case, and @dysix Bach pieces for about 45 minutes. Duringjtihze
approximately two thousand people went througtsthgon, most of them on their way to work. Sixpgted and
stayed for a while. About 20 people placed mondsisrviolin case but continued to walk right onalh he
collected $32.

What may have been most interesting was the differeaction of children and their parents. Onegityear-old
boy stopped and was mesmerized by the music, buhbiher tugged him along hurriedly. With the mothe
pushing hard, the child continued to walk reludtgridut turned his head back to watch the violinistil he was
completely out of sight. This was repeated by otiildren and their parents.

No one knew this but the violinist was Joshua Bwmik of the best musicians in the world. In thensuh he played
one of the most intricate pieces ever written, w@ithiolin worth $3.5 million. Two days before, hachsold out a
theater in Boston where the average price of &tialas $100. | don't believe everything | readeaeive through
e-mail, but apparently, this is a real story. JasBall playing incognito in the METRO station waganized by
the Washington Post as part of a social experimeatit perception, taste and people's priorities. iestions
raised were: In a commonplace environment at gopiregoriate hour, do we perceive beauty? Do we tstop
appreciate it? Do we recognize talent in an unebggecontext?

It struck me that, as we enter some of the mostayle few weeks of the year, and some of the buaiwell, we
might ask ourselves certain questions. How willspend our precious time? What will we notice? Whilitwe
prioritize/value? Remember, there are only 22 shgpand/or noticing days until Christmas.

Grace and Peace,

PS: I'm also fishing for a few more volunteers for Messissippi Mission Tripscheduled for January
23- 30". I've got eight people signed up so far and thsrgtill room for six more people. It is a life
changing experience that will bring blessing upla tamilies we help and on our own spirits as well.
Check your schedules. We’'ll be heading back dovthe Gulfport area to continue our work of
restoring people to their homes. It's a great eigece to share in fellowship and ministry, makang
difference and sharing God’s love.
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|| CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
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FELLOWSHIP & NURTURE
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
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CALENDAR
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