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� Thanksgiving Day is just around the corner.  Though a secular national holiday, Thanksgiving Day has long been an 
occasion for Christians to give thanks for the many and abundant ways God blesses and provides for us throughout the year.  Often 
we gather on or before this annual Thursday holiday to give thanks to God as a blessed community of faith, even as we look forward 
to giving thanks with family and friends gathered around the festival tables in our homes.   

 As in years past, we know that the Thanksgiving Day tables of many families will be missing someone very important – 
husband or wife, mother or father, brother or sister, aunt or uncle or cousin, or dear friend – someone who has been taken from them 
while serving their nation in the cause of peace.  Other families will have a temporarily empty place at their table because a loved 
one is serving in another place far from home.  This year we are also mindful of thirteen whose fellow serviceman, whether in 
sickness of mind or in willful rage, turned against them and took their lives.  Regardless of our individual beliefs about wars being 
waged, God calls all Christians to lift up in prayer and give thanks for these who have laid down their lives in honorable service.   

 We are mindful as well of those close to each of us, in our own family circles and in our church family, who have gone 
before us to the Lord and will be absent from us this Thanksgiving.  We will miss them dearly and we will thank God for the 
blessings they brought to our lives, even as we put our hope in the promise of resurrection in Christ.  

The apostle Paul called on the church in Philippi to give thanks to God without worry, “in everything by prayer and supplication” 
trusting in God’s own peace “which surpasses all understanding.” May we accept Paul’s call to us. On this Thanksgiving Day may 
we do more than give thanks for our own blessings.  Let us also give thanks for the gifts of others to us – precious gifts of presence 
and purpose and life – praying that God will grant God’s peace to us all.   

You are warmly invited and encouraged to “gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing” here at Libertyville UMC on 
Tuesday, November 24th at 7:00 p.m.   

   In Christ’s Peace,����
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ANNOUNCEMENTS, JOYS & CONCERNS 
��                              
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