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Welcoming Pastor Judy Sherk  

by Terry Johnson 

Pastor Judy Sherk 

With Pastor Jamie taking a well-deserved three month sabbatical leave this summer 

and Pastor Jim becoming more and more involved in the Word of Life faith          

community, we get a little nervous and maybe a little whiny wondering who will lead 

US?!  Have no fear!  Pastor Judy Sherk is on her way and will join us officially      

July 1st, becoming a permanent member of our church ministry team.  I was able to 

spend an afternoon with Pastor Judy recently and I can report, without hesitation, that 

she is one lovely lady.   With 20 years of ministry assignments on her resume, this  

experienced pastor is eager to meet and work with our congregation.   

 

Judith Strorigl was born in Chicago, moved to Johnsburg, Illinois in third grade and 

lived in that area through her high school years.   Her parents had divorced when she 

was just a toddler and when her mother remarried, her step-father, Stan, became the 

real dad in her life.  Judy has six siblings because of that union.    

 

Raised as a Roman Catholic, Judy always had a strong spiritual connection to God.  

She remembers wanting to be a priest from a young age.  During high school, she 
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Methodist Church, especially in world hunger, who 

ignited the desire in me to become a United Method-

ist.ò    
 

In early 1978, Judy was pregnant with her second 

son, Daniel, and the Sherks made plans to move back 

to Illinois so that their children could take advantage 

of public education which was superior to New 

Yorkôs.  They moved to Elgin after the baby was 

born.  At the end of 1979, their third son, Joe, was 

born.  Taking him to be baptized at Faith United 

Methodist Church in Elgin was the first step towards 

an active membership in that church.  The Associate 

Pastor there happened to be our previous District  

Superintendant, Arlene Christopherson.  This        

dynamic woman was the first female clergy-person 

Judy had ever known personally, and their relation-

ship inspired her.   
 

During this time, Judy had a job selling data process-

ing equipment.  One day, after she left one of her  

clients, Evanston Hospital, she had what she can 

only term a ómiraculousô experience.   She received 

very specific instructions that she feels came directly 

from the Holy Spirit!  ñI got in my car and was liter-

ally given directions, not a voice, but a strong urging 

to óturn here, go there.ô  I had no idea of my destina-

tion, but I ended up right in front of Garrett       

Seminary.  I was very surprised.  I did go in and 

found the Admissions Office, but, as I was pretty  

unnerved, I didnôt talk to anyone, just picked up 

some literature.  Now, unbeknownst to me, the new 

president of Garrett, Neil Fischer, had been invited to 

Faith UMC to preach just a week and a half later. He 

also spoke to the adult Sunday school class I was in.  

He explained that Garrett had begun recruiting    

people who were in mid-life and I just felt that God 

was laying it all out for me.  I spoke to Dr. Fischer 

afterwards, explaining what had happened and he 

encouraged me to enroll.  It was all definitely Godôs 

work.  Ed was reluctant for me to start this, but we 

finally decided to try it part-time, just taking one 

voiced this feeling to a teacher, who was also a 

priest. ñHe was so discouraging and completely 

negative.ò   The thought of becoming a nun, her only 

option in religious life at that time, never felt right to 

her. 
 

When college time came around, she selected 

MacMurray College in Jacksonville, Illinois, which 

was affiliated with the Methodist Church.  She met 

her future husband, Ed Sherk, a returning Vietnam 

Veteran, a month after starting school.  They married 

in a Catholic ceremony the summer before her senior 

year.  Edôs family was Methodist, but because      

neither was practicing their religion at that time, it 

was not a contentious issue.  They graduated in 1972, 

Judy with a BA in Psychology. 
 

After graduation, they took a job as house-parents at 

Chaddock Boys School, a social welfare community 

in Quincy, Illinois.  The boys lived in group cottages 

on the grounds of the institution. ñWe did that for a 

year, until Edôs father became ill with cancer.  To be 

closer to his folks, we moved to Brooklyn, New 

York in 1973.  I was pregnant with our first son, 

John, and he was born shortly after the move.  Even-

tually, Ed and I were hired to run a group home, 

which was a transitional facility for boys who had 

been raised in a Catholic institution for orphaned, 

abused or abandoned youth in Upstate New York. 

That was a very interesting experience. I learned a 

lot and John had all these teenage óunclesô who just 

doted on him.  And he had this young experience of 

a multi-racial, multi-cultural environment, which was 

wonderful.ò  In 1975, Judy took a job with the 

American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), a 

Quaker run organization, dealing with various      

aspects of social justice.  She ended up in their 

World Hunger Division, working as a community 

organizer in Long Island, New York.  ñI absolutely 

loved that job,ò Judy remembers.  ñI learned a lot 

about the Quakers and the many church denomina-

tions I interacted with.  I refer to this time as my 

óchurch shopping daysô.  It was really my mother-in-

law, though, who was extremely active in her United 
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course.  In a couple of years, though, I was able to 

switch to full time.  This worked out much better, as 

material I was learning in one class suddenly had 

meaning for something I was learning in another.ò 
 

Then in 1988, as Judy was beginning her third and 

final year of Seminary, she was diagnosed with colon 

cancer. The non-specific symptoms had been with 

her for some time and surgery revealed a tumor the 

size of a grapefruit.  To the great relief of all, the 

cancer had not spread anywhere else.  Judy only 

missed one quarter from school and only lacked one 

class by the time her graduation should have         

occurred in June.  The Conference Board of          

Ordained Ministry allowed her to go ahead with the 

candidacy process in the spring of 1989.   
 

She was ordained a Deacon in 1989 and assigned to 

Grace UMC in Elgin.  Three years later she was   

ordained as an elder (pastor).  She remained at Grace 

for four years and then was appointed to Waukegan 

UMC as an Associate Pastor.  She was there until 

1998.  At this time, the Sherkôs marriage was begin-

ning to unravel; Judy asked for a new appointment, 

closer to the McHenry area which she hoped would 

ease the situation, by making commuting more    

convenient for Ed.  Her appointment as Pastor of the 

Mundelein UMC, unfortunately, didnôt help the 

Sherkôs relationship and they were divorced. They 

remain friends and each is very close to their sons.  

This was an extremely tough time for Judy, though, 

and she almost left the ministry.  Again it was Arlene 

Christopherson, by then District Superintendant, who 

convinced her to reconsider and gave her a short   

renewal leave to think things through.  It was the 

right thing to do and when she returned to Mundelein 

she was more committed than ever to her ministry.  

However, that church was in a turmoil of its own and 

their staff-parish committee had asked for a new  

pastor.  Judy was appointed to her current charge in 

July, 2001. She pastors two small churches west of 

DeKalb and near  Rochelle.  Creston UMC is in Ogle 

County and Steward UMC in Lee County.  Sheôs 

been with them for eight years.  ñI was the first 

woman pastor for these churches, so it was an adjust-

ment for them.  Happily, I feel I have won them all 

over!ò she laughed. 
 

Moving here will allow Pastor Judy to be closer to 

her mother in McHenry, who is struggling with 

health issues.  Her sons have all finished college and 

are married and all three moved away from Illinois 

last year!  John is a CPA.  He and his wife, Geri, live 

in Zurich, Switzerland with Judyôs first grandchild, 

Alex, age two. ñWe keep in touch via the Internet 

and phone.  Alex talks German sometimes so his   

parents translate.ò Dan is an Emergency/Trauma 

doctor.  He and his wife, Kim, live in the D.C. area.  

Joe and his wife, Kelly, live in southeastern Kansas.  

Kelly is finishing a PHD in Criminal Psychology.  

Joe is a veterinary assistant.  Both animal lovers, 

their dream is to own a piece of property where they 

can establish a rescue shelter for abused and       

abandoned animals. 
 

Sometimes, there is a tendency to think that our   

pastorsô only job is to help us carry our burdens; we 

forget the often very heavy burdens they also have.  I 

was thinking about that after my interview with   

Pastor Judy.  She had told me that her church        

recently held a conference that was entitled, ñHealed 

by His Stripes.ò (See 1 Peter 2:24)   I believe that, 

but know also that life has a few additional stripes 

for each of us, even our pastors.   We look forward to 

July when we can welcome Pastor Judy Sherk into 

our church and our lives. 
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The UMCL Green Team Grows Eco - Awareness in Our Community  
by Kristin R. Fayer 

What one team in our church is doing may make you 

go greenénot with envy, but with a desire to        

improve the planet.  Early last year, a few women 

from our congregation came together with a common 

mission in mind: to       

improve the way the 

church community treats 

the environment.  They 

had a passion to imple-

ment sustainable, positive 

changes and make our 

congregation better stew-

ards of Godôs Creation.  In 

the Spring of 2008, the 

UMC Green Team was 

born. 

 

Today, the Green Team is 

about 10 members strong.   

Katey Aynilian, the Green 

Team chairperson, was personally motivated to bring 

this group to life at UMCL.  She observed other 

churches in Libertyville conducting similar pro-

grams, such as the Holy Cross Lutheran Church and 

Grace Lutheran Church.  Katey was further inspired 

when she attended an Earth Day Eco Fair at Holy 

Cross and picked up a guidebook offering advice to 

other congregations on ways to go green. 

    

Already involved in the United Methodist Women as 

vice president and the groupôs social action leader, 

Katey was able to quickly assemble a group of peers.  

Ultimately Elisabeth Hubbard, Ros Hoover, Jennifer 

Jensen, Ken Krause, June McCoy, Cathy OôBrien, 

Karilyn Parrott and Kelsey Welch formed the Green 

Team and drafted the following mission statement to 

guide their efforts: 

 

GreenTeam Mission Statement 

In order to enable the Congregation and its members 

to implement sustainable, positive changes to our 

environmental impact, the Green Team is committed 

to: 

¶ Educating ourselves and the congregation on the 

issues and opportunities that impact our churchôs   

environmental footprint 

¶ Researching areas in need of change, looking for 

best alternatives to current 

practice 

¶ Enabling the imple-

mentation of sustainable 

change, thus leaving 

a lighter ecological foot-

print 

 

ñWe believe that we are 

called as Christians to care 

for the Earth just as we 

care for our neighbors,ò 

Katey said.  ñThe Green 

Team strives to demon-

strate how our actions as 

individuals and as a congre-

Continued on page 5  

Katey Aynilian (right) and Ros Hoover (left) introduce the 

new UMCL bike rack ï one of Kateyôs proudest achieve-

ments.  

So Many Accomplishments in Such 
a Short Time 

 
Thanks to the efforts of the Green 
Team, UMCL celebrates the follow-

ing achievements: 

¶ 4,500 Styrofoam cups saved from landfills by 
using porcelain cups and mugs for Coffee Hour 

and small meetings (in 12 just months) 

¶ 9,600-12,000 sheets of paper saved per year 
for every 100 people signed up for e-Memos 

$1,008 postage saved per year for every 100 peo-
ple who sign up for e-Memos 

mĖ Ì¥ŉ×É Š×ĶŞ× ĊĖĹ× ŉ÷¥Ď doubled the number of 
e-S×ĊĖĿ Ĺ×Àúħú×ĎŉĿÉ Ĺ×ÌŔÀúĎí ŉ÷× À÷ŔĹÀ÷ĶĿ Ď××Ì 
ŉĖ ŔĿ× ħ¥ħ×Ĺ ¥ĎÌ ħĖĿŉ¥í×ī  Cè ŢĖŔĶĹ× úĎŉ×Ĺ×Ŀŉ×Ì úĎ 
switching from paper to e-Memos, you can con-

tact the church office at libertyvil-
leumc@sbcglobal.net or visit the UMCL website to 

download Memos from www.umcl.org/
memos.htm. 
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