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Welcoming Pastor Judy Sherk

Pastor Judy Sherk

With Pastor Jamie taking a weleserved three month sabbatical leave this summer
and Pastor Jim becoming more and more involved in the Word of Life faith
community, we get a little nervous and maybe a little whiny wondering who will lead
US?! Have no fear! Pastor Judy Sherk is on her way and will join us officially
July 1st, becoming a permanent member of our church ministry team. | was able tc
spend an afternoon with Pastor Judy recently and | can report, without hesitation, tha
she is one lovely lady. With 20 years of ministry assignments on her resume, this
experienced pastor is eager to meet and work with our congregation.

Judith Strorigl was born in Chicago, moved to Johnsburg, lllinois in third grade and
lived in that area through her high school years. Her parents had divorced when sh
was just a toddler and when her mother remarried, heffatiegr, Stan, became the
real dad in her life. Judy has six siblings because of that union.

Raised as a Roman Catholic, Judy always had a strong spiritual connection to Goc
She remembers wanting to be a priest from a young age. During high school, sh
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voiced this feeling to a teacher, who was alsq
priest. AfHe was so di
negative. o0 The thoug

option in religious life at that time, never felt right {

her.

When college time came around, she seled
MacMurray College in Jacksonville, Illinois, whic
was affiliated with the Methodist Church. She n
her future husband, Ed Sherk, a returning Vietn
Veteran, a month after starting school. They marr
in a Catholic ceremony the summer before her sef
year . Edoés family w a
neither was practicing their religion at that time,
was not a contentious issue. They graduated in 14
Judy with a BA in Psychology.

After graduation, they took a job as hoymeents at
Chaddock Boys School, a social welfare commun
in Quincy, lllinois. The boys lived in group cottags
on the grounds of the
year , unt il Edoés
closer to his folks, we moved to Brooklyn, Ne
York in 1973. | was pregnant with our first so
John, and he was born shortly after the move. EV
tually, Ed and | were hired to run a group honi
which was a transitional facility for boys who h4g
been raised in a Catholic institution for orphang
abused or abandoned youth in Upstate New Yd
That was a very interesting experience. | learne
| ot and John had all t
doted on him. And he had this young experience
a multiracial, multicultural environment, which was
wonder ful .o I n 1975,

American Friends Service Committee (AFSC),
Quaker run organization, dealing with variol
aspects of social justice. She ended up in th
World Hunger Division, working as a communit
organizer in Long |Isla
l oved that job, 0 Judy

about the Quakers and the many church denom
tions | interacted with. | refer to this time as nj
0church shopping daysné

fat hetr

Methodist Church, especially in world hunger, who
signited theadgsirenigme ® betomecacdUmiied Methad!
nt sof obecoming a nun her

0
In early 1978, Judy was pregnant with her second

son, Daniel, and the Sherks made plans to move back
tetb Illinois so that their children could take advantage
n of public education which was superior to New
etor kds. They moved to
anborn. At the end of 1979, their third son, Joe, was
etborn. Taking him to be baptized at Faith United
nidviethodist Church in Elgin was the first step towards
san aMieet ntermbershiptin,that bhurch. TheeAssmaiate e
itPastor there happened to be our previous District
D73uperintendant, Arlene Christopherson. This
dynamic woman was the first female cleqggrson
Judy had ever known personally, and their relation-
_ ship inspired her.
Ity
2s During this time, Judy had a job selling data process-
I ingsegquipmant iOoenday, &fteVeshe deft dne fhhart
clibnts,c Evanston i Hodpitalwshe had eviaah she can

E

wonly term a o6miracul ous®é
N, very specific instructions that she feels came directly
efi-rom t he Holy Spirit! il
eally given directions, not a voice, but a strong urging
dt o 6turn here, go there. o
pdtion, but | ended up right in front of Garrett
rkSeminary. | was very surprised. | did go in and

d found the Admissions Office, but, as | was pretty
hiersree rtveeedn,agle dudobéesd awlo
afome literature. Now, unbeknownst to me, the new
5 president of Garrett, Neil Fischer, had been invited to
BaithdJMC t6 preadh jusha week dnd avialftiater. He h
aalso spoke to the adult Sunday school class | was in.
IsHe explained that Garrett had begun recruiting
lefpeople who were in miife and | just felt that God
y was laying it all out for me. | spoke to Dr. Fischer
n afterwande wxplaining kwhat hadihappenédsaod het
reenmeomlreargse.d mel t beannetldl a
navork. Ed was reluctant for me to start this, but we
yfinally decided to try it paftime, just taking one

I't was really my mother

a)
-

d

law, though, who was extremely active in her Unit
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course. In a couple of years, though, | was able tawvoman pastor for these churches, so it was an adjust-
switch to full time. This worked out much better, asment for them. Happily, | feel | have won them all
material | was learning in one class suddenly had ver ! 06 she | aughed.

meaning for something | was |l earning in another.
Moving here will allow Pastor Judy to be closer to

Then in 1988, as Judy was beginning her third antier mother in McHenry, who is struggling with
final year of Seminary, she was diagnosed with colomealth issues. Her sons have all finished college and
cancer. The nogpecific symptoms had been with are married and all three moved away from lllinois
her for some time and surgery revealed a tumor [thiast year! John is a CPA. He and his wife, Geri, live
size of a grapefruit. To the great relief of all, thei n Zur i ¢ h, Switzerl and wi
cancer had not spread anywhere else. Judy onikl e x , age two. inWe keep
missed one quarter from school and only lacked pnand phone. Alex talks German sometimes so his
class by the time her graduation should havep ar ent s transl ate. o Dan
occurred in June. The Conference Board |ofloctor. He and his wife, Kim, live in the D.C. area.
Ordained Ministry allowed her to go ahead with theJoe and his wife, Kelly, live in southeastern Kansas.
candidacy process in the spring of 1989. Kelly is finishing a PHD in Criminal Psychology.

. , , Joe is a veterinary assistant. Both animal lovers,
She was ordained a Deacon in 1989 and assign&d d§Qir dream is to own a piece of property where they

Grace UMC in Elgin. Three years later she wWagan establish a rescue shelter for abused and
ordained as an elder (pastor). She remained at Graggandoned animals.

for four years and then was appointed to Waukegan
UMC as an Associate Pastor. She was there untBometimes, there is a tendency to think that our
1998. At this time, thepastherk®somlayr rij algei svaso bk
ning to unravel; Judy asked for a new appointmentiorget the often very heavy burdens they also have. |
closer to the McHenry area which she hoped wopldvas thinking about that after my interview with
ease the situation, by making commuting marePastor Judy. She had told me that her church
convenient for Ed. Her appointment as Pastor ofthe ecent |l y hel d a conferenc
Mundel ei n UMC, unfort umat i s, (SabrliiPeted R:24phbelleve that, h e
Sherkds relationship alnhtktow also that dife kas al few additioraldstripesT h
remain friends and each is very close to their sqndor each of us, even our pastors. We look forward to
This was an extremely tough time for Judy, though,July when we can welcome Pastor Judy Sherk into
and she almost left the ministry. Again it was Arleheour church and our lives.
Christopherson, by then District Superintendant, Wo— o = o o o o 0 o o o o e ,
convinced her to reconsider and gave her a shg Chapter & Verse
renewal leave to think things through. It was thy
right thing to do and when she returned to Mundeletl s a quarterly publication of the Communications
she was more committed than ever to her minisiri  Committee of the Libertyville United Methodist
However, that church was in a turmoil of its own ané Church.
their staffparish committee had asked for a neV o . .

: I Our aim to is compile stories that help strengthen
pastor. Judy was appointed to her current charg :

I the connection between church members.

July, 2001. She pastors two small churches west ,
DeKalb and near ROChe”e. Creston UMC iS in O |. Chapter and Verse |S now ava”ab'e On”ne

County and Steward UMG at our website: www.umcl.org
been wi t h them for ei

I'_'Cn__________
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The UMCL Green Team Grows Eco - Awareness in Our Community
by Kristin R. Fayer

What one team in our church is doing may make yo§ Educating ourselves and the congregation on the
go greenénot wi th envyi ssbuuets waintdh oppdretsimniet iteos
improve the planet. Early last year, a few womerenvironmental footprint

from our congregation came together with a common Researching areas in need of change, looking for
mission in mind: to : best alternatives to current
improve the way practice

church community treatsme e mes = "R | Enabling the imple-

the environment. = (2 | mentation of sustainable
had a passion to imple&=s —mEer o g 5 " change, thus leaving

ment sustainable, positive—2 e LI G ! a lighter ecological foot-
changes and make OUSERSEGE g print

congregation better stewjs

ards of Godbd iWe believe th

the Spring of 2008, thes
UMC Green Team was «
born.

called as Christians to care
3 \ for the Earth just as we
Loy hugie care for our
= —— R— Katey said. f
Today, the Green Team isKatey Aynilian (right) and Ros Hoover (left) introduce thergg %Irévgst toa%ehmlon_

about 10 _n_"lembers Strong‘_eev;/]thCL bike rack one of Kateyds stPa{eO HOW S a&iBms gsv e -
Katey Aynilian, the Green . _ individuals and as a congre-

Team chairperson, was personally motivated to bring
this group to life at UMCL. She observed other

So Many Accomplishments in Such

churches in Libertyville conducting similar pro- hort Tim

grams, such as the Holy Cross Lutheran Church and 2 hert =

Grace Lutheran Church. Katey was further inspired Thanks to the efforts of the Green
when she attended an Earth Day Eco Fair at Holy Team, UMCL celebrates the follow-
Cross and picked up a guidebook offering advice to ing achievements:

other congregations on ways to go green. 4,500 Styrofoam cups saved from landfills by

_ _ _ _ using porcelain cups and mugs for Coffee Hou
Already involved in the United Methodist Women as and small meetings (in 12 just months)
vice president and the @ 1Q@URPO0D0 sheets ofpaper SalvddPer yéar
Katey was able to quickly assemble a group of peers. for every 100 people signed tdoroes
Ultimately Elisabeth Hubbard, Ros Hoover, Jennifer$1,008 postage saved per year for every 100 pe
Jensen, Ken Krause, June Mc 0 sigh ap fvkemas6 Br i e n,
Karilyn Parrott and Kelsey Welch formed the GreenmE | ¥ 'n x B Sloublciie nu@itelok =

7

Team and drafted the following mission statementt0€S x CE L L x At huxDn L E L x
guide their efforts: NE RLx h¥hxL ¥DI hELN

switching from paperltteenos, you can con-
GreenTeam Mission Statement tact the church offickoairtyvil-

In order to enable the Congregation and its member€UMCc@sbcglobamesit the UMCL website to
to implement sustainable, positive changes to our download Memos frovv.umcl.org/

environmental impact, the Green Team is committed memos.htm
to:

Continued on page 5
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