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Back in 1964, my folks, Rae and Dean 

Reed, were on the committee given the 

task of interviewing the prospective 

new pastor and his wife. During a    

dinner conversation with Ken 

and Esther Crandall, a    

discovery was made that 

formed a friendship 

which has continued all 

these years. Esther and 

Dad discovered they 

were distant cousins!  

When the decision was 

made that the Cran-

dalls were indeed   

coming to the Liberty-

ville United Methodist 

Church, the news was well 

received. 
 

Since the Education Building had     

recently been built on the site of the 

former parsonage, Ken and Esther 

moved into the first "off site"           

parsonage home at 310 West Cook, 

along with their three boys, David,  

Steven, Tom (and his drum set) and 

new baby Mary.  Esther, an accom-

plished musician, had to also find space 

for her full size concert harp. It must 

have been a tight squeeze. 
 

Ramona Swanick remembers many 

volunteer days in the Church office 

during this era, where her friends     

Eleanor Strickland and Snookie      

Continued on page 2  

Williamson were Kenôs secretaries and had 

a way of keeping everyone laughing. It was 

in this atmosphere that Ken and Ramona 

could exchange bits of news of their 

respective sonôs collaboration on 

mischievous pranks carried out 

at Senior High Youth events 

and retreats. Jim Grace was 

on staff at the time and 

agrees that there was real 

camaraderie among the 

personnel and respect for 

Kenôs intensity, his quiet 

nature and his joy of living 

fully each day.  
 

When it came time for the 

former red brick church to 

come down in order for our   

present church to be built on the 

same site, the building committee       

chairman, Norm Enevold, and daily     

building supervisor, Lynn Arthur, found 

Ken Crandall dedicated to working with 

them side by side. Ken says it was his most     

outstanding memory of his years in       

Libertyville. "My heart and soul were in it 

from the formulating of the plans to seeing 

these plans take shape in the actual     

building. I had a very visionary and        

effective committee with which to work. I 

gratefully remember the tireless work of 

Norm and Lynn." 
 

The building committee requested that Ken 

plan the elements to include in the design 
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up.  They kindly named me an òEmeritus pastor
-at -large.ó  After two cataract operations and a 
continuing bout with glaucoma, I have quit 
preaching altogether.  We now attend            
Aldersgate United Methodist Church.  Both the 
church and Wesley Willows are built on land 
donated to the Conference by my great uncle, 
Roy Johns.  
 
You knew our four children, and we now have 

ten grandchildren.  David 
is a carpenter and lives in 
Wildwood.  His oldest son 
did his student teaching at 
Libertyville High School 
and is now teaching at 
Warren High School in 
Gurnee, from which he 
graduated.  Stephen and 
family are living in      
Florida.  He enjoys teach-
ing and is this year serving 
as president of the Florida 
Science Teachersõ Associa-
tion.  Tom is living in Lake 
Geneva, where he works as 

a commercial window installer and spends 
many evenings singing with his band.  Mary 
lives in Washington, IL with her architect hus-
band and three children.  Now that her        
children are all in school, she recently          
completed nurseõs training and will be working 
at Pekin Hospital near her home.  
 
 In our retirement years, Esther and I have 
traveled to Hawaii, Australia, Turkey, Spain, 
Portugal, France, England, Central and South 
America.  A cruise down the Amazon was   
particularly enjoyable and instructive.  We 
celebrated our fiftieth anniversary in 1999 and 
are looking forward to our sixtieth.  For several 
years I volunteered at Northern Illinois Public  
Radio in a òReading for the Blindó  program.  I 

of the stained glass windows for the new sanctuary. 

The passion he dedicated to this project was shared 

with the congregation in a series of sermons he 

preached revolving around the windowôs symbolic 

designs.  Norm, Jim, Ramona and Lee and Marty 

Hubbard all related their vivid memories of his    

passionate preaching on this subject.  Bobby     

Swanick once remarked to his mom that he had to 

"listen real hard to catch ALL Rev. Crandall had to 

say" in his sermons. 
 

In a letter, Rev. Crandall 

brought me up to date on 

whatôs been happening to him 

and his family since they left 

Libertyville in 1973. 
 

òAfter we left Libertyville, 
we served in Roselle for 
nine years  and in Lansing 
for seven years. We retired 
in 1989 and moved to  land 
near Rockford, Illinois that 
has belonged to my family 
for four generations.  We 
enjoyed eighteen beautiful 
years there.  It was a lovely place for family 
reunions and òretired preacheró picnics.  We 
moved from there just eight miles to the Wesley 
Willows Retirement Community, where we 
have a spacious corner apartment.  Esther has 
even continued her love of gardening in a spot 
just outside our door.   She is also busy playing 
piano in chapel, both in the central building 
and in the health center.  She also plays her lap 
harp for various events.  In the building where 
we live, Esther plays her concert harp            
occasionally, but we donõt take that instrument 
traveling anymore.  
 
For several years after my retirement, I 
preached for a summer congregation in Lake 
Carroll, IL and filled in at several other 
churches from time to time.  Mostly, we         
attended the little country church where I grew 

Catching Up With Our Former Pastor, Ken Crandall  
ðContinued from page 1 
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Ken and Esther Crandall 
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Bringing the Church to the  
Hospitalized and Homebound  

by Terri Neil 

About two years ago, 

church member, Jeris 

Boyce learned that a long-

time church member had 

lost her battle with cancer. 

The woman had been quite 

active in our congregation 

for many years. As her 

illness progressed, how-

ever, she no longer was able to attend services or 

participate in other church activities.  

 

What made this womanôs death especially difficult 

for Jeris, as well as many others, was the realization 

that our church family had completely lost contact 

with the woman. This realization led Jeris to initiate 

the 2006 formation of UMC-Libertyvilleôs Visitation 

Team.  

 

Comprised of approximately 25 people, the         

Visitation Team purposefully and quietly reaches out 

to homebound, hospitalized and grieving members of 

our church. By making home and hospital visits, 

sending cards and notes, arranging for meal delivery, 

and offering listening ears and helping hands,     

Visitation Team members send a simple message. 

That is, ñOur thoughts and prayers are with you.ò 

 

ñFor someone who is homebound, a simple visit 

means so much,ò shares Visitation volunteer Bonnie 

Klemp. For about two years, she and Ros Hoover 

have been taking turns making monthly visits to 

Pearl Hulse at her Assisted Living home in         

Hawthorne Lakes. A member of UMCL for several 

years, Pearl had once been quite active in Priscilla 

Circle.  

 

ñAlthough Pearl is struggling with memory loss and 

doesnôt always recognize us as individuals, she 

clearly connects with us as members of the        

Methodist church,ò reflects Bonnie. Pearlôs husband, 

who passed away a couple of years ago, had been a 

Methodist minister.  In her visits with Bonnie and 

Ros, Pearl has a chance share personal stories of a 

rich church life.  Pearlôs daughter, who lives Buffalo 

Grove, has stated that itôs been wonderful to see our 

church family there as a personal connection to her 

motherôs Methodist roots. 

 

When any of our pastors or church secretaries learn 

of a memberôs hospitalization, a Visitation volunteer 

drops off a greeting card and, when appropriate, 

makes a brief visit. When a church member becomes 

homebound, a Visitation volunteer visits them at 

home at least once per month.  

 

In many ways, visitation volunteers serve as ñeyes 

and earsò for our pastors. Serving a congregation of 

about 1400, our pastors are not always made aware 

of circumstances that may call for a pastoral visit or 

some other specialized care. When appropriate,   

visitation volunteers help our pastors stay in touch 

with events touching the lives of church family. 

 

Visitation volunteers also provide a source of      

connection to other church resources. For example, 

volunteers often help arrange for delivery of meals 

by our Food for Comfort team. With permission 

from the church member or their family, volunteers 

also ask for prayers in church and via the prayer 

chain. 

 

For persons in need of a deeper level of one-to-one 

support, Visitation volunteers can also make        

referrals to our team of Stephen Ministers. (Stephen 

Ministers have been trained as lay, Christian care-

givers to those in crisis. For more information about 

our Stephen Ministry, please contact Pastor Jamie 

Geiger.) 

 

At the present time, the Visitation Committee       

includes the following UMCL members: Jeris Boyce 

(Chairperson), Sally Beake, Blair Brockman, Ruth 

Continued on page 4 
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not only read but learned to run the engineer-
ing board for other readers, which I enjoyed  
doing.  Esther has appeared for the past 14 
years in the annual Agatha Christie play at the 
Rock Valley Collegeõs Studio Theater, twice in 
the role of Miss Marple.  As you can see, we still 
keep busy and are enjoying life.ó 
 

His letter continued with reflections about the    

building of the new church and working side by side 

with Norm. He remembered fondly the great music 

programs with Nancy and Jim Grace "leading all the 

way...just as they continued to do in the new     

building." That brought back memories Jim had of 

his first joint concert at the church along with soloist 

Mary Fields and harpist Esther Crandall. They were 

very satisfied with the incredible acoustics in the 

new sanctuary. 
 

Two years ago Ken and Esther returned to the      

Libertyville UMC to attend Rae Reedôs birthday 

celebration in Fellowship Hall. They had a chance to 

Catching Up With Our Former Pastor ðContinued from page 2 

visit with present pastors Jamie and Jim and with  

former pastor Gene Carter, and to take a look around 

at the faces of many people whose lives they had 

touched and who remembered them fondly. 
 

There is a book in our Church Library called 

"Passing the Flame" which is a compilation of    

wonderful stories telling of our local church history. 

It was written in 1986 by former members Harold 

Mason and Kathleen Loefer in celebration of the 

Churchôs Sesquicentennial celebration. These two 

pillars of our congregation spent their entire lives in 

dedicated service to this Church and through their 

years saw many pastors come and then move on. 

They summed it up this way. "We have been        

fortunate that the Pastors and Ministers who have 

been sent to us initiate and stand behind the          

programs, guide our young people, take care of our 

spiritual needs and are exceptional in their ability to 

serve." The Crandalls were among those dedicated 

servants, and for that our thanks go out to them and 

we wish them well in their future retirement years. 

Brockman, Noreen Buchner, Ken Cooksey, Pat 

Davis, Mickey Donahue, Gladys Griffin, Jan 

Grigsby, Ros Hoover, Terry Johnson, Peggy Kerr, 

Bonnie Klemp, Allen and Karen Kuhlman, Mark and 

Janet Mason, Shirley Mason, Don Palmer, Kay 

Ritchie, Ruth Ross, Liz Sass, Kathy Slocum, Becky 

Traut.  Blair Brockman coordinates the Food for 

Comfort program. Janet and Mark Mason serve as 

liaisons for the Contemporary Worship Service. 

Peggy Kerr serves as bereavement coordinator,  

sending sympathy cards to families whoôve lost 

loved ones.  
 

How can you help? 

Todayôs Health Privacy regulations prohibit hospitals 

from sharing patient information with church clergy, 

a practice that was common in years past. As a     

Bringing the Church to the Hospitalized ðContinued from page 3 

result, the church relies on members themselves, 

their families, and fellow congregants for news about 

hospitalizations.  
 

The Visitation Team reminds each of us to advise the 

church office of members who have been hospital-

ized or are suffering from a long-term illness.       

Although the preferred contact point is the church 

office, feel free to contact Visitation volunteers as 

well. Rest assured all requests for privacy will be 

honored.  

    

Visitation volunteers provide a gentle connection to 

our church family. If youôd like to learn more or 

would like to join the team, please call Jeris Boyce 

(847-295-0409). 
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By Peggy Kerr 

As the Christmas holidays approach, one of my   

family traditions is to select a book for each of my 

three grandchildren.  I would like to share some of 

the books I have given as gifts before and several 

new ones that I found would be good for older     

children as well as those that are good for families to 

share together.  

 
THANK YOU PRAYER by Josephine Page, illustrated by 

Caroline Jane Church, published by Scholastic Inc., 

Sept. 2005 (Ages 2 ï Under).  In this sweet gentle 

prayer, the voice of a child is captured beautifully as 

he or she gives thanks for everything from food and 

family to God. The simple pictures are fun for little 

one to enjoy.  My granddaughterôs favorite early 

book. 

 

CHRISTMAS IN THE BARN by Margaret Wise Brown, 

illustrated by Diane Goode, published by Harper 

Collins Books, Oct. 2007 (Ages 2-5).  One of my  

favorite authors tells the classic Christmas Story and 

wonderfully captures the spirit of the holidays. 

 

CHILDôS BOOK OF PRAYERS by Juli Kangas,        

published by Penguin Group (Ages 2-4). This      

beautifully illustrated book is filled with prayers for 

every part of a young childôs day.  

 

THE DINOSAURSô NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
by Anne Muecke, illustrated by Nathan Hale,       

published by Chronicle Books, Oct. 2008 (Ages 2-8). 

(I plan to buy this one for 4 year old Masen, a big 

Dinosaur fan!) Childrenôs love of dinosaurs will be 

enhanced with singing carols.  Then listen as Al 

Roker reads this fun twist on a   holiday classic on the 

included CD. 

 

A VERY MARLEY CHRISTMAS by John Grogan,    

illustrated by Richard Cowdrey, published by Harper 

Collins Bks, Oct 2008 (ages 2-6). This adorable     

picture book based on MARLEY & ME spends the 

Holidays with an adorable, but naughty dog.  Kids are 

sure to enjoy the adventures and pictures. 

100 BIBLE HEROES 100 BIBLE SONGS by Stephen 

Elkins, illustrated by Aleksey and Olga Inanov,   

published by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Feb. 2008 (For 

Families). Learn and sing about 100 Bible heroes 

with this very inspirational book that comes with two 

full -length CDs! 

 

ONE NIGHT IN A STABLE, by Guido Visonti,         

illustrated by Alessandra Cimatoribus, William B. 

Eerdmans Pub. Co., Sept 2004 (Ages 5-8). On the 

night baby Jesus was born, a fuzzy flock of sheep, 

two lost little goats, a chilly rabbit, and an ox whose 

heart is full of love are there to welcome Him into the 

world in this gentle Christmas tale. 

 

For Older Children: 
 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL SECRET JOURNALS, 

published by Readers Digest, Sept. 2008 (Ages 7-12). 

The current favorite movie and TV program about 

East High kidsô secrets. Keep your own secrets safe 

with the amazing pen that comes with this set. 

 

WE THE PEOPLE,  written by Lynne Cheney, wife of 

Vice President Cheney, illustrated by Greg Harlen, 

published by Simon & Shuster, (Ages 8-12). (I plan 

to give this one to my 12 year old grandson Michael.) 

The story of the document that created our nation and 

changes the world is one book that every child should 

read this new book about Americaôs History.  

 

CHICKEN SOUP FOR THE PRETEEN ï 101       

STORIES OF LIFE, LOVE AND LEARNING,   by 

Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, Kimberly      

Kirberg and Mitch Claspy.  Available through    

Amazon.com or book stores.  This book deals with a 

variety of topics, such as dating, friendships and 

school.  It takes readers on ña journey of becoming 

your best self.ò  This wise, tender, funny book would 

also be enjoyable for Teens (and anyone else too!).  
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There is white bread---pasty, sweet, yet empty.  And 

then, there is the dense satisfaction of eating truly 

good whole-grain bread.  Nuggets of flavor resist at 

first and then explode.  Such is Kathleen Norrisôs 

new book, Acedia & me: A Marriage, Monks, and 

A Writerôs Life.   Kathleen Norris is known for her 

earlier works of contemplation, Dakota, Cloister 

Walk and Amazing Grace.  But what is ñacediaò?  

This word was unknown to me.  While I picked up 

the book because it was written by Kathleen Norris, I 

was intrigued that she had chosen as a key word in 

her title, a word that is not commonly used in daily 

conversation.   

 

As I read this work, I recognized the acedia ð the    

despair, the lack of faith, the paralyzing void that has 

on occasion enveloped my days.  Before the ñseven 

deadly sins,ò there were the ñeight bad thoughtsò.  

Acedia is a ñbad thought.ò  Bad because is reflects a 

lack of faith and a joy for life.  The early desert 

monks prescribed remedies for acedia.  The          

disciplines that ground us in our faith.  Prayer, the 

psalms, meditation, time listening to God.  The daily 

                       

BOOK CORNERBOOK CORNER   
By Louise Wood 

habits of a faithful life help to ward off a sense of 

emptiness much like brushing our teeth wards off 

cavities.  The monks also affirmed the discipline of 

the mundane.  It is the washing of the dishes and 

weeding the garden that helps to banish the gray of a 

day.  The good hygiene of a spiritual life. 

 

As she explores acedia, Kathleen shares with us the 

story of her marriage and the loss of her husband  

after a long debilitating illness.  She translates this 

intellectual concept pondered by fourth century 

monks into a concrete struggle that has meaning in 

our modern-day high-tech lives. 

 

This was not an easy read.  And yet, it brought peace 

to my soul.  The lessons learned here gave me    

courage, and as I wove in and out of this book over 

the months, its message resonated within me.  A 

book to savor. 

 

Acedia & me: A Marriage, Monks, and A Writerôs 

Life by Kathleen Norris, Riverhead Books ISBN# 

978-1-59448-996-9  $25.95 

Chapter & Verse 
 

is a quarterly publication of the Communications Committee 
of the Libertyville United Methodist Church.   

      
Our aim to is compile stories that help strengthen the 
connection between church members.   
      
Please submit any comments or story ideas to one of the 
committee members listed below.  We always welcome new 
members.  

 
Contributing writers/editors:  Kristen R. Fayer,  

Terry Johnson, Peggy Kerr, Karen Kuhlman,  
Terri Neil, Rhea Roth and Louise Wood. 
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Getting To Know the Ladies Who Lead UMCLôS  

Christian Education Programs:  
An Interview with DeeAnn Clausen, Christian Education Special Events  

Coordinator and Jessica Duncan, Sunday School Coordinator  
by Kristin R. Fayer 

Continued on page  8 

Jessica Duncan and DeeAnn Clausen 

I currently am   living in Evanston while I finish my 

last year of seminary at Garrett-Evangelical.  I am 

working toward a Master of Divinity, and also am 

seeking ordination as a Deacon in the United    

Methodist Church.  I am originally from Cedar   

Rapids, Iowa.  In my free time, I love to read and 

play golf.  I also play the flute and enjoy singing.   

I have attended UMCL since 1982 when my fatherôs 

job moved us here.  My husband, Noel, and I were 

married in the sanctuary (before air conditioning) 15 

years ago.  We have twin boys, Connor and Zachary, 

age 11.  And our daughter, Grace, is 5.  Outside of 

my role in the church, I enjoy scrapbooking and  

gardening.  

Tell us a little about yourselves.  

What are your roles and responsibilities at UMCL? 

I work with children from birth through 5th grade.  The 

Sunday School program itself runs from children ages 

three years through 5th grade.  I prepare lesson plans, 

materials and coordinate with teachers for Sunday 

School.  I am responsible for keeping parents updated on 

the Sunday School program and developing relationships 

within the community.      

Our role is to equip children and families with Godôs 

love.  The UMCL Christian Education program is an  

important venue for delivering this gift.  

DeeAnn:    Jessica:    


